
Docking Trials Days 2011

02
I S S U E

Our Docking trials fields will again be

opened to our customers this summer.

We will be able to show you our new varieties

alongside the old favorites but this year we

hope to be able to demonstrate more than just

variety trials. We have a trial to further

investigate the benefits of new seed

treatments in the hope that full UK approval is

now imminent! There is also a first look at

how our varieties perform at different sowing

rates. We think that there will be plenty to see

and hopefully much to learn.

It is always difficult to choose a suitable day

for trials visits. Drilling and harvesting start

and finish at different times for different

groups and, of course, the weather often

changes plans at very short notice. Other

commitments also take up time at this busy

time of year. So, this year there will be three

open days at Docking, all at different times

and on different days. Refreshments will be at

one of the local pubs.

The times and dates will be as follows:

Monday 6th June, 18.30

Followed by an Evening meal

Thursday 9th June, 10.30

Followed by Lunch

Monday 13th June, 14.00

Followed by Afternoon Tea

We hope that given the selection of times and

dates that one of them will suit you. The

session on the 9th June is the morning after

the PGRO open day. This we hope will give

those with further to travel the chance to visit

both sites.

The trials days are important to us. It allows

us to make sure that our breeding

programme is focused strongly on market

requirements. For this reason your input into

the day will be very welcome.

If you would like to join us then please contact

George Hunter

Tel: 01472 370190 or e-mail:

george.hunter@limagrain.co.uk
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The aim of our trials work is to

provide the grower with as much

information about our varieties as

we can. This is essential if we are

to get the very best performances

from them. 

This year we will be looking at

variety interactions with sowing

date, soil type, sowing rates and

seed treatments. We will be 

trialling our portfolio against

other varieties in the 

market place. We will also 

continue to trial all of our varieties

across Europe and further afield. 

2011 Trials

What is the optimum sowing rate

for Charlie? This is one of the

questions we get asked most often

not just about new varieties like

Charlie but about all of our 

varieties. Does it vary between

varieties across soil types and is

the optimum the same every year? 

This year we have set up trials that

will start to provide some

answers.

Our sowing rate trial has been

drilled at different times and on

different soil types. It will include

all of our commercial varieties at 4

different seed rates of 70, 90, 110

and 120 seeds per m2. We will

check the established population

on each plot and take all of them

through to yield. The results will

be analysed to provide growers

with valuable target population 

information.

Sowing Rate Trials

www.limagrain.co.uk/viningpeas

www.limagrain.co.uk/viningpeas

New GPS allows precision drilling to 
accuracy of just 1cm

Right: Limagrain Vining Pea Trials

Agleader GPS
A further investment in the vining

pea activities at Docking in 2011

has been the installation of an

Agleader GPS system to our main

drilling tractor.

The system allows us to  drill trial

plots and seed multiplications to

an accuracy of 1cm. The setup

does not require a ‘base station’ as

it will use mobile phone masts to

pin point the tractors exact loca-

tion, giving us the freedom to drill

anywhere in the country. The main

advantage we gain from this 

system is that each trial plot is

exactly the same size; this is

essential when analysing results

and making selections. 
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Limagrain Trials 
in Spain

2011 has seen an addition to

the variety trials that we can

use to determine maturities,

yield and disease resistance. 

In addition to our UK trials and

trials at the Vilmorin site at

Arras in France we have been

able to place a yield trial just

over the border in Northern

Spain. 

The trial includes some of our

commercial portfolio and all of

our most advanced breeding

material. 

“The data from this trial will be

highly valuable and will be

used not just to find varieties

suited to southern Europe but

to test our UK varieties in a

very different environment” 

comments Will Pillinger.

“Varieties that cope well with a

range of climates usually give

more stable and reliable

yields”, he adds.

Charlie, a new variety from our

breeding programme is being

extensively trialled in the UK

and across Europe in 2011.

Charlie is the result

of a breeding 

programme driven

by quality. The 

evidence of our 

success is clear to

see when looking at

samples of Charlie

fresh off the viner or out of the

freezer with 70% of the 

sample in the medium size

grade and a uniquely dark

colour. In the field Charlie has

P o w d e r y

M i l d e w

R e s i s t a n c e

and excellent

early vigour.

We are 

confident that

this variety

will be a great success.

Commercial Charlie
Trials
Will Pillinger, our Pea Breeder,

provides an update on 

promising new variety,

Charlie...

Despite several false dawns we

hope that UK approval for TMX will

be granted in time for 2012 plant-

ings. If we get approval we need to

know if and when to use the prod-

uct.  This year we will repeat our

2010 trial to find some answers.

Those who saw the trial in 2010

will know that the trial had the

same follow up spray programme

as the rest of the field. Many of you

asked what would happen if we

omitted the insecticide from the

follow up programme. 

This year we have put the TMX trial

on 2 sites. One site has a single

TMX trial which will receive the

same spray programme as the

rest of the field. The second site

has 2 trials. The first will get the

same spray programme as the

rest of the field whilst the other

will have the insecticide removed

from the programme. The results

should be very interesting

TMX Update

“THIS YEAR WE HAVE

THE TMX TRIAL ON 2

SITES”

Below: Netted TMX Trial at Wolferton

Charlie has
shown great
promise since
its first trial

eight years ago,
consistently
outperforming
control varieties
on medium

soils. ”

“

Will Pillinger, Pea Breeder
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contact the team

Pea Breeder: Will Pillinger

New Appointment Strengthens Team
Laura Atkinson who many of you met at last Novembers’ 

conference has decided to move on and pursue an academic

career with Reading

University.

The Position of Assistant

Breeder has been filled

by Emma Skipper. 

“I have joined the pea

breeding team at

Docking as a plant breeding assistant.   

My role will be varied involving glasshouse and field work, such

as plant maintenance, bud pollinations, harvesting and 

evaluation of agronomic traits. 

Feedback

PHONE: 01485 517 811

MOB: 07776 178 190

EMAIL: will.pillinger@limagrain.co.uk

Product Manager: Les Daubney

PHONE: 01472 370 154

MOB: 07860 376 670

EMAIL: les.daubney@limagrain.co.uk

UK Sales: Bill Runciman

MOB: 07770 636 598

EMAIL: william.runciman@limagrain.co.uk

IIff  yyoouu  wwoouulldd  lliikkee  ggiivvee  aa  rreessppoonnssee

ttoo  aannyy  ooff  tthhee  ttooppiiccss  iinn  oouurr  SSpprriinngg

LLGG  vviinniinngg  ppeeaass  nneewwsslleetttteerr,,  tthheenn

wwee  wwoouulldd  wweellccoommee  aannyy  yyoouu  

mmaayy  hhaavvee..  

WWee  hhaavvee  ttrriieedd  ttoo  pprroodduuccee  aa  

ssuummmmaarryy  ooff  tthhee  wwoorrkk  tthhaatt  wwee  aarree

ccaarrrryyiinngg  oouutt  iinn  22001111  aanndd  ttoo  

uuppddaattee  yyoouu  oonn  ssoommee  iinntteerreessttiinngg

aanndd  nneeww  ddeevveellooppmmeennttss  iinn  tthhee

bbrreeeeddiinngg  pprrooggrraammmmee..  

WWee  hhooppee  tthhaatt  tthhiiss  wwiillll  ffuueell  ssoommee

ffeeeeddbbaacckk  aanndd  ddiissccuussssiioonnss  aabboouutt

hhooww  wwee  ccaann  iimmpprroovvee  tthhee  mmeetthhooddss

wwee  uussee  ttoo  pprroodduuccee  nneeww  aanndd  

ddeessiirraabbllee  vviinniinngg  ppeeaa  vvaarriieettiieess..  

EMAIL:  viningpeas@limagrain.co.uk

“WORKING AT LIMAGRAIN

WILL PROVIDE AN 

EXCITING OPPORTUNITY TO

GAIN EXPERIENCE OF 

COMMERICAL PLANT

BREEDING”

Emma Skipper
joins the

Limagrain vining
pea team as

Assistant Breeder

My interests are in postharvest quality of horticultural crops, plant genetics and

crop improvement. I have recently completed a PhD in Plant and Environmental

Studies at the University of Warwick, which combined aspects of plant breeding

with molecular biology to investigate the genetics underlying head yellowing, 

vitamin C content and other quality traits in broccoli. Working at Limagrain will

provide an exciting opportunity to gain experience of a commercial plant 

breeding program and allow me to learn about the production of new varieties.


